Legal considerations in cases of child abuse.
Child abuse is a common pediatric problem that can be recognized and treated appropriately by all primary care physicians who care for children. One of the necessary skills in this process involves being prepared to interface with the legal system. The physician is mandated to report suspected child abuse according to his or her state laws. He or she must be aware of the legal recourses for child protection in cases when the child remains at risk. When interacting with the child, a number of legal considerations can guide the physician in obtaining information with history, physical examination, and specimen collection. Finally, the physician may be called to testify. An understanding of how to prepare for court and how to conduct oneself in court is the final necessary skill for the primary care physician who sees children. This article provides the primary care physician with a practical understanding of the legal considerations in child abuse.